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II is the deſign of a very numerous and reſpectable body in this kingdom to apply to 1 
the parliament of Great Britain, the next ſeſſions, for a bounty on Hemp and Flax iv 

of home growth. The following account will ſhow the propriety of this application. 
and the importance and even neceſſity of ſuch parliamentary encouragement. [t is ge⸗ 70 | | 
' nerally ſuppoſed that we carry on a loſing trade with Ruſſia, but few know that the bal 4 Mi 
Jance is ſo much againſt us as it really is: and yet there is no ſubject deſerves to be 9 
more generally known, or more ſeriouſly attended to. One of the moſt profound and =. ih} | 
| ſagacious writers on commerce, viz. the celebrated Mr. Joſhua Gee, aſſerted, that this 
balance of trade with Ruſſia was four hundred thouſand pounds per annum acainſtus | Wo 
thirty-five years ago: ſince that time, as we have taken off much larger quantities of 
JF their goods, it muſt have been much greater: and it is not improbable, that its whole © Þ 
amount, within the ſpace of time juſt mentioned, may be greatly above twenty millions 
JF fterling, an immenſe ſum indeed! and which ſhould, and will ſurely excite the attention 54 wa 
of our governors and legiſlators—eſpecially when we have reaſon to believe that a great + 
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1 part of this ſum has been remitted to Ruſſia in ſpecie. 


l am credibly informed 14, oool. hath been ſent over in a ſingle ſhip: and it is not im 
TS probable, the merchants may make a great part of their remittances in crowns and haaf 
_ crowns, Which is a gain to them of near twelve per cent. but of great prejudice to trade 
in general, by the ſcarcity of money it occaſions, and particularly to our linen manufac © 
ture, as they import great quantities of Ruſſia linens made of flax, which we apprehend _} 
is cheaper by near fifty per cent. than any we can be ſupplied with here: thus our | | 
_ treaſure is exhauſted to ſupport the manufactures of Ruſſia, whillt the goods of our own _ WÞ | 
- countrymen lie upon their hands, and numbers of workmen, as this traffic prevails, muſet 
be left wholly deſtitute of employment; and indeed many are reduced to this diſtreſs all 
ready. This evil is greatly aggravated, if we conſider how many clogs beſides there ane 
upon our linen manufactures, and the vaſt importance of it to this kingdom, as will tee 
very manifeſt from the following fair and juſt repreſentation. ))) ].! 
Our linen manufactures are increaſed within theſe twenty-five years to twenty times what : i Wh 
they were before, and with it the price of the materials is not only increaſed beyond all  * if 
proportion, to the increaſed demand, but the Ruſſians have raiſed it to above forty per 
cent. within theſe few years, and they have extorted, in contempt of all equity and good C 
faith, about ten per cent. more, over and above the price agreed tor. This, ſhould it 
continue, muſt yet more deeply affect our linen manufactures, on which depends the live- 
|  lhood of many thouſand families; as numbers (without doubt) of manufacturers will give 
cover an employment attended with little or no advantage, the conſequence at laſt mult be 
the utter extinction of them, viz. the juſt mentioned manufactures. And we ſhall in 
times of war, and other the moſt critical ſituations, be obliged to the precarious courteſy _ 
of the Ruſſians for ſails and cordage, even of their manufactures, and for the molt ne- 
ceſſary naval ſtores: on all theſe accounts ſome other reſource is neceſſary, and this is; 
what induced the legiſlature ſome years ago to grant a bounty upon the American hemp 
and flax, But the price of labour amongſt them being ſo extravagantly high, and 
the number of hands requiſite for furniſhing any tolerable quantities of thele commodities 
lo great, being no leſs than thirty times as many as for the lame number of acres 
of corn, it is therefore manifeſt that this muſt needs prove an unavailing becauſe im 
è¼EòçR . oo , 17 9 
It ſeems. therefore abſolutely neceſſary to encourage the growth of hemp and flax in 
our own country; for not to ſay (what I have proved by inconteſtible experiments) that 
ours are of a much more excellent quality than thoſe of foreign growth, by this means 
ve ſhall in time fave the vaſt ſums which are ſent into Ruſſia for theſe commodities, 
or they will be much leſs; we ſhall, as was juſt obſerved, be provided with commodi- 
ties ſo neceſſary to us as a naval and commercial power at all times, and in every national 
exigence, independent upon the good pleaſure of the Ruſſians they will be more mo- 
derate in their demands, or we may afford to give the extravagant prices they impor 


— Ce rn” on CCC — 
— — . — 


2 5 Ma >, 2 Rac TT : 8 
- b 1 2 7 * r — - — . . 
5 — — your * m Dy h 2 > - 
_ oy . — n £7 — a” Reg - — . 
— * 3 : 
* 5 rm. «5 BR N 8 of 2 A = n — | . 
. 5 2 — — , : | Ke? - | 25 


. ————— _—— | 


for ſuch ſmall quantities as we ſhall want, or do without them entirely —by this 


employment of multitudes of poor, who muſt otherwiſe ſtarve, 


ment and loſs; ſuch will be the advantages of encouraging the growth of 


rence in this deſign. It is an opinion which has been generally entertained, 


the following account. 


chief employment of the inhabitants. Leland, in his Itinerary, tells 
illand, being twenty-one miles long, and near half as broad, aboundin 
hemp, &c. At Crowle there is one of the largeſt fields in all that t 
which (although the ſoil is ſo far from being rich, that it is for the moſt 
red ſand) there has been no fallow for time immemorial, and which i 
manner following, viz. when they have a barley ſtubble in the ſpring, th 
neu and freſh manure, either horſe dung or cow dung, or both, and plow it in; then 
they ſow their hemp ſeed, which, if accompanied with a ſuitable ſeaſon, ally 5. 
duces a good crop. Hemp deſtroys all vegetables, and leaves the gr 
weeds; and thus it is well fitted for flax in the ſpring; as ſoon as the flax is pulled, the 
got they 
low barley; the ſpring after they manure the barley ſtubble and they ſow hemp Bag. 
already W ER ae ag 
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ſhall be able to keep up the linen manufacture in the flouriſhing: ſtare it was a Ne 
ago, if not further to extend and improve it. Ia either caſe the conſequence will * rh 
. | a Or be driven to ſeek has 
bread in foreign climes, to the great enrichment of foreigners and our irreparable ders: 
in our own country. But here it is neceſſary to guard againſt a prejudice which man 

gentlemen have contracted, and which, whilſt it prevails, will hinder their hearty concur. 


nnn | Nr: . ths :- : that hemp 
and flax hurt and impoveriſh the ground; this has induced gentlemen to bin 


| |; d up the 
renants, by their leaſes, from raiſing either hemp or flax. Now that this is Fin Tp! 
a groundleſs prejudice, and that both gentlemen and their tenants do by this means 
ſuffer great loſs by neglecting the moſt gainful branch of agriculture, will appear fo 
In the iſle of Axholme, in the county of Lincoln, the culture of hem 
us it is a fruirfy] 
g with flax and 
ract of land, in 
part a hungry 


generally pro- 


ound free from 
prepare the ground for wheat or rye, as it ſuits; in the ſpring after the corn is 
again, as 


By this management they have four crops for one manuring, and ſo the ground never 


lies fallow: and yet it is a notorious fact, that their crops are full as good as any where 
they are fallowed, and their lands for the moſt part in much better order. It will got MK 
perhaps be ſurprizing, that the lands ſhould produce ſuch large crops of hemp, flax, WR 
Wheat, . and- barley, without fallowing, if it is conſidered that theſe different ſeeds do not 
imbibe the whole virtue of the ſoil, but only attract different juices ſuited to their diffe- WKY 
rent reſpective natures and qualities; ſo that whilſt every one of them draws from the 
_ earth only what is proper to itſelf, a ſufficient quantity is left for the nouriſhment of the Wl 
| ſucceeding, viz. grain or ſeed: whatever be the reaſon, let naturaliſts determine; the fact WY 
however is notorious, and the concluſion, which I ſhall mention bye and bye, clear aad Wil 
f ¶ œ P oC 
Good horſe and cow dung at the aforeſaid place was, and ſtill continues to be fold from MK 
four to 8d. per waggon load, as I have undoubted information from perſons of veraciiy, MK 
I add, that the juſt mentioned method of managing their lands has continued for upwards 
of 230 years: this account ſufficiently expoſes the notion which hath prevailed, viz. that 
the growth of hemp and flax is hurtful to the ground, and ſhews that it is a vulgar er- 
ror; and it appears on the contrary, that the growth of it is not only advantageous to the 
community in general, but to the particulars and individuals, both landlords and tenants, WM 
who let or occupy their lands allotted for this branch of agriculture ; for ſurely gentlemen 
cannot require a more convincing proof of this (or indeed of any thing elle) than 250 
| years experience: and it is hoped, if they underſtand their own intereſt, no objection can 
ariſe from tbem to the execution of the ſcheme propoſed, viz. the growth of hemp and 
T % , ³Üͤ T ⁵ꝛ⅛. 8 % To ons 
That this ſcheme is feaſible is moſt certain; for beſides the inſtance juſt produced, I | 
have made it appear in a printed pamphlet, by the evidence of ſtubborn facts, that hemp 
and flax will grow on the greateſt variety of ſoils, ſo as amply to recompence the grower 
for every expence in the cultivation of it; and that it is ſo far from hurting and impo- 


veriſhing, that it will meliorate and improve the land on which it is cultivated, and if it 


were otherwiſe, yet that, as leſs than the three hundred part of the lands in Great Þritan 
and Wales will produce all the hemp and flax we need for national conſumption, and 
even for foreign commerce, it would be ridiculous to ſuppoſe, that a ſufficient number 
of acres can be wanting for this purpoſe. W 
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And as to the propoſed bounty on the home grown hemp and flax, if that which 1s 
lowed on the exportation of corn be granted on! 


y when wheat is at a lower price, as 
ſoppoſe four ſhillings the buſhel, and public inſpectors be a 10Wer Price, as 


| ointed to report the price 
de ſaving which in this caſe will be made, will furniſh a focient fund far the da wen 
if the bounty on hemp and flax, without the leaſt additional incumbrance on the public, 
or prejudice to the corn farmer : nay it will be attended with great advantages, both to 
ke vaſt numbers employed, or ſome way or other intereſted in the growth of hemp and 


5 
7 


caſe the linen manufacture, which in proportion to its prevalence, employs more hands 
han almoſt any other; and the meaſure propoſed for raiſing this bounty, by limiting or 


annot poſſibly ſubſiſt on any wages the manufacture will bear, or their maſters can af- 
ford to pay. And this limiting the old, and grant of a new bounty at the ſame time, 
contributes, as juſt ſaid, to the flouriſhing ſtate, and to the very being of the linen ma- 
.u{acture, will be fo far from proving in the leaſt prejudicial to the corn fa 


Indeed the induſtrious ,poor will upon this ſcheme be ſupplied with rn at's wadorgth 
price: 3 but at the ſame time, as their numbers will be continually encreaſing when they 


wat they will always bear a price high enough to anſwer the huſbandman's reaſonable and 


ucrative branch of agriculture 
wen by theſe commodities. 
Such are the arguments 


of the manufacturers of South Britain are as defirous of it as hey can be; and I 


md judicious ; and that we ſhall not be fo blind to our own intereſt, and that of the 


public, as to neglect to enforce their intended application with the utmoſt unanimity and 


Gainſbro, 
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pt-aſh, as they can, with the help of a very few hands, raiſe the requiſite quantities; 
nd as it will, for v 


mother county. 
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tx, and the corn farmers themſelves ;z for this bounty, viz. on hemp and flax, will in- 


L:ning that upon corn, will anſwer the ſame end, viz, of increaſing the linen manu- 
ature, or to ſpeak more properly, it is abſolutely neceſſary to the being of this and all 
aher manufactures whatever; fince without ſome ſuch proviſion the poor people in them 


per inp | urmer, that it 
ill, as J propoſed next to ſhew, be in the higheſt degree advantageous © © 


hve encouragement to marry, and can get employment, it follows, that when we have 
he largeſt crops, we ſhall never want a market at our own door for the greateſt part of 
em; and the demand will increaſe ſo much in proportion to the numbers of conſumers, 


juſt deſires and expectations: not to ſay that the raiſing of hemp, and flax being the moſt _ 
it muſt be his own fault if he is not the principal gainer 


„ with a few additions, by which I have recommended the 
rant of a bounty on the growth of hemp and flax at home, in ſome pieces already 
printed on this intereſting ſubject. I refer the reader to them for further ſatisfaction, and 

| fatter myſelf, that if he give them an attentive and impartial peruſal, he will be con- 
vinced not only of the utility of this meaſure, but even of its abſolute neceſſity. All 
the manufactures in North Britain, together with many others, the moſt judicious and 
reſpectable perſons in that part of the country, agree with me in this opinion, viz. of 
the juſt mentioned ſcheme, as well as in many facts and obſervations which I have made 
for the proof and confirmation of it, without differing from me in any; and as the na- 
tural reſult of this conviction they are reſolved, the next ſeſſion of parliament, to uſe their 
umoſt endeavours to procure the above-mentioned bounty. I know, that the greateſt part 


[ perſuade _ 
my{elf that we, in this part of the iſland, ſhall concur with them in a. meaſure ſo laudable 


P. S. I think it is of the utmoſt conſequen ce to encourage our countrymen in America, 88 
nd to do all we can to maintain a perfect harmony betwixt the various parts of the Britiſh 


empire: and without doubt it will be highly expedient to grant them a bounty upon 


ery obvious reaſons, be mutually advantageons both to them and the 
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